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While many people visit the Galapagos, few 
take the time to give back to these enchanted 
islands. Our four-day volunteer extension adds 
a special touch to your Galapagos adventure, 
giving you the opportunity to work on 

reforestation and education projects with local 
nonprofit Hacienda Tranquila. Do your part to 
ensure that this fragile ecosystem is preserved 
for generations to come.

VOLUNTEER GALAPAGOS EXTENSION 4 DAYS

Effort: Moderate.  No experience necessary.

Activities: Volunteering.

Accommodations: Volunteer houses.

Trip highlights:

•	 Help protect the fragile environment and 
support the community of San Cristobal.

•	 Plant and nurture native and endemic plants 
as part of a reforestation project.

•	 Learn to use a machete to eradicate invasive 
plant species.

•	 Lead special-needs kids on hikes, horseback 
rides, and educational games.
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DAYS 1 – 3: HACIENDA TRANQUILA 
VOLUNTEERING

During your volunteer work with Hacienda 
Tranquila, you will work on a variety of 
environmental and social projects, with specific 
tasks depending on current areas of greatest 
need. Hacienda Tranquila is the only charitable 
organization in the Galapagos working to 
address both environmental and social issues. 
The nonprofit’s leadership firmly believes 
that understanding the interdependency of 
the environment and society, and addressing 
problems as such, is the only true way to build a 
sustainable future for the Galapagos. 

Hacienda Tranquila’s centerpiece project is native 
plant reforestation - clearing land of invasive 
plants and replanting native and endemic 
species. Once their land is fully reforested with 
mature native plants, they plan to reintroduce 
Galapagos tortoises and bequest their property 
to Galapagos National Park. Invasive plants 
are not only a concern for wildlife; they are also 
overtaking fields and threatening to destroy the 
livelihoods of local famers. Hacienda Tranquila 
also helps farmers to remove invasive plants from 
their farms. In exchange, they ask farmers to 
allow them to plant and nurture a small garden 
of native and endemic plants on their land. The 
participating farmers have been so pleased 

with the relationship that they always offer their 
volunteers fruits and vegetables and often cook 
them lunch. 

In addition to reforestation, Hacienda Tranquila is 
also heavily involved in assisting the local school 
to better educate native children. Volunteers teach 
English classes at the school, nurture a beautiful 
school garden of native and endemic plants, 
and help with general maintenance. Hacienda 
Tranquila is even working on a plan to provide 
the school with solar energy. Their education work 
also includes regular workshops with special-
needs children from all over the island. Once 
a week, disabled and special-needs children 
come to Hacienda Tranquila to learn, have fun, 
and enjoy nature. We may lead the kids through 
hikes, horseback rides, and/or environmentally-
themed games. We may also be able to assist in 
providing physical and occupational therapy to 
disabled kids using horses!

DAY 4: FAREWELL BREAKFAST, TRANSFER 
TO MAINLAND

After a celebratory farewell breakfast, we have 
the chance to spend our last morning in the 
Galapagos snorkeling, swimming, or walking the 
beach. In the late morning, it’s time to bid farewell 
to the enchanted islands as we transfer to Baltra 
for our flight back to the mainland. (B)

VOLUNTEER GALAPAGOS EXTENSION 4 DAYS
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INCLUDED

Volunteer program arrangements, lodging in 
volunteer houses, farewell breakfast, private land 
transportation, airport transfers.

NOT INCLUDED

Meals during volunteering, round trip airfare 
Quito – Galapagos, Galapagos National Park 
Entrance Fee, Galapagos Transit Card, hotel & 
restaurant beverages, tips.

Manuel Sotomayor E17-105 y Flores Jijon. Quito - Ecuador 
Ecuador: +593-2 604 6800 / USA + Canada: +1 (800) 217 9414 

www.ecuadoradventure.ec / www.neotropictravel.com

VOLUNTEER GALAPAGOS EXTENSION 4 DAYS

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

SEASON: Year-round

ALTITUDE: 0 – 9,400 ft. (2800 m) above sea 
level.

WEATHER: During the warm season from January 
to May, air temperature is around 77º F to 83º 
F (25º C to 28º C) at sea level. During the cool 
season from June to December, air temperature 
is around 70º F to 75º F (21º C to 24º C) at sea 
level. Temperature decreases with altitude.

WATER TEMPERATURE: During the warm season 
from January to May, water temperature 
hovers around 77º F (25 º C).During the cool 
season from June to December, average water 
temperature is about 72º F (22º C). Water 
temperature also varies significantly by location.

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO PACK: Hiking shoes, rain 
jacket, water bottle, non-cotton trekking clothes, 
sunblock, sun hat, and repellent.

NOTE

This itinerary is subject to change without notice 
due to seasonal changes, inclement weather 
conditions, and adjustments of Galapagos 
National Park policy.


