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The Quijos River is the best Class IV run 
that can be done as a day trip from Quito. 
It originates from the glaciers of Volcan 
Antisana (5,758 meters) and runs a steep 
descent towards the Amazon through a 
beautiful cloud forest filled with bird life. 
This medium-volume run cuts through the 
picturesque Chaco gorge and is a classic 
among rafters and kayakers alike.

QUIJOS RIVER RAFTING 1 DAY

Effort: Moderate to challenging (Class IV). Some rafting experience recommended.

Activities: Whitewater rafting.

Trip highlights:

•	 Paddle the best Class IV rapids between 
the Andes and the Amazon.

•	 Enjoy beautiful cloud forest scenery 
in the surrounding Chaco gorge.

•	 Cross the continental divide at 4,000 meters 
of altitude.

•	 Support raft and kayakers ensure safety 
and provide great riverside service.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TRAVEL TIME: Two hours each way.

RAFTING TIME: Three hours.

SEASON: November to April.

ALTITUDE: 5,900 ft. to 7,200 ft. (1800 m to 2200 m).

WEATHER: Daytime temperatures in the area average 46º F to 72º F (8º C to 22º C)

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO PACK: Water sandals, waterproof sunblock and mosquito repellent.

INCLUDED

Private ground transportation, high-quality rafting 
equipment and personal safety gear, lunch 
and snacks, certified rafting guide.

QUIJOS RIVER RAFTING 1 DAY

Manuel Sotomayor E17-105 y Flores Jijon. Quito - Ecuador 
Ecuador: +593-2 604 6800 / USA + Canada: +1 (800) 217 9414 

www.ecuadoradventure.ec / www.neotropictravel.com

ITINERARY

We begin our whitewater adventure with an 
early start, departing from Quito at 7:00am 
and driving west. We pass through the inter-
Andean valley, then begin to gain altitude until 
we reach the continental divide at 4,000 meters 
above sea level. Here we begin our descent 
toward the Amazon basin, passing through 
highland paramo and cloud forest ecosystems 
until we reach the Chaco gorge put-in at 2,200 
meters. We have a short safety briefing before 
taking to the water. Over the next 18 kilometers, 
we will run the best section of Class IV rapids 
accessible from Quito. The run is sustained, with 
medium volume and a combination of technical 
and powerful paddling. The Quijos has a unique 
feel, as the water and climate are much cooler 
than Ecuador’s Amazonian rivers, giving you a 
true Andean paddling experience. When we’re 
not digging deep to get past the next Class IV 
rapid, we enjoy the scenery of the Chaco gorge 

and spot many native bird species in the trees. 
We enjoy a tasty and nutritious riverfront picnic 
lunch at our take-out and return to Quito in the 
late afternoon. 


