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This wildlife refuge is a humid cloud forest located within the crater of the extinct Pasochoa 
volcano. Best known for bird watching and its variety of cloud forest ecosystems, the refuge is 
home to over 100 bird species and 50 species of endemic plants, as well as deer, foxes, and 
even pumas. Our expert guide will help identify species and interpret the region’s natural history.

Effort: Moderate. No experience necessary.

Activities: Hiking, bird watching, nature viewing.

PASOCHOA PROTECTOR FOREST HIKE 1 DAY

Trip highlights:

•	 Observe incredible bird life, much of it 
endemic to Ecuador’s cloud forests.

•	 Experience abrupt vegetation changes while 
hiking through different elevations.

•	 Keep an eye out for foxes, deer, 
and occasionally the elusive puma.

•	 Enjoy the beautiful backdrop of snow-capped 
volcanoes.
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INCLUDED

Bilingual adventure guide, private transportation, 
nutritious picnic lunch and snacks.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TRAVEL TIME: One hour each way.

HIKING TIME: Three to six hours.

SEASON: Year-round.

ALTITUDE: 2800 to 3800 meters (9,200 to 
12,500 feet).

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO PACK: Layered clothing for 
hot and cold weather, sunblock, gloves, boots, 
waterproof rain gear, hiking shoes, binoculars.

Manuel Sotomayor E17-105 y Flores Jijon. Quito - Ecuador 
Ecuador: +593-2 604 6800 / USA + Canada: +1 (800) 217 9414 

www.ecuadoradventure.ec / www.neotropictravel.com

PASOCHOA PROTECTOR FOREST HIKE 1 DAY

ITINERARY

Driving south from Quito, we arrive at the 
entrance of Pasochoa Wildlife Refuge in only 
an hour. The refuge is located inside the huge 
crater of Pasochoa Volcano. Time and eruptions 
have collapsed Pasochoa’s crater and cone, 
leaving the volcano with a horseshoe shape. This 
geological formation gives the area a unique 
ecosystem, as the crater collects warm air and 
humidity, creating an isolated microclimate that is 
home to many native species. Inside the collapsed 
crater are several different types of cloud forest, 
each one with its own set of native highland 
trees and shrubs, as well as orchids, bromeliads, 
lichens, and ferns. This lush vegetation is home 
to abundant bird life. Over 100 native bird 
species have been identified, including at least 
11 species of hummingbirds. As we hike through 
various parts of the reserve, we can observe the 
variations in vegetation with changes in elevation 
and humidity. If the skies are clear, we also enjoy 
a stunning backdrop of snow-capped volcanic 
peaks in the distance. We can modify the route 
based on guest preferences, and the hike can 
take anywhere from three to six hours depending 
on the route you choose. We enjoy a delicious 
and scenic picnic lunch within the reserve and 
head back to Quito in the afternoon. 


