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This coastal adventure highlights the natural 
beauty of Machalilla National Park, the best 
coastal reserve in mainland Ecuador. During 
two sea kayaking day trips, we’ll explore 
the coastline, look for wildlife on several 

nearby islets, and seek out pods of migrating 
humpback whales. Our adventure also takes 
us to Machalilla’s magnificent beaches, 
tropical dry forests, and archaeological sites.

IN SEARCH OF THE HUMPBACK WHALE 4 DAYS

Effort: Moderate. No experience necessary.

Activities: Sea kayaking, whale watching, bird watching, snorkeling

Accommodations: Tourist superior seaside lodge

Season: June to October

Trip highlights:

•	 Search for humpback whales at eye level 
from a sea kayak

•	 Explore a unique dry forest coastal ecosystem

•	 Visit the ancient pre-Inca ruins 
of Agua Blanca

•	 Discover Isla de la Plata and its abundant 
wildlife

•	 Snorkel in crystal clear waters teeming with 
life and color

•	 Relax on beautiful white-sand beaches
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IN SEARCH OF THE HUMPBACK WHALE 4 DAYS

DAY 1: TRANSFER TO MACHALILLA 
& RELAX ON THE BEACH

Our adventure begins with a morning flight from 
Quito to Manta, a mid-sized city on Ecuador’s 
coast in the province of Manabi. From Manta, we 
drive south along a scenic coastal road known 
as the “Ruta del Sol,” and on to Machalilla 
National Park, the most important coastal 
reserve on mainland Ecuador. Machalilla was 
established to conserve a unique coastal dry 
forest ecosystem filled with cacti, epiphytes, palo 
santo, and kapok trees. The area is also home 
to beautiful beaches, archaeological ruins, and 
native coastal wildlife, not to mention the large 
pods of humpback whales that stop to rest off the 
coast during their yearly migration. After settling 
into our seaside lodge and getting our first taste 
of famous Manabi seafood, we visit the nearby 
Salango Museum, where we get an introduction 
to the rich cultural and archeological history 
of this park. We then explore the ruins of the 
lost city of Agua Blanca, an important city for 
Ecuador’s coastal pre-Inca civilization. Only a 
few small ruins remain, now surrounded by a 
quaint village of the same name. Agua Blanca is 
also home to an ancient, volcanic sulfurous mud 
pool, where we can take a curative mud bath 
and then wash ourselves off in a picturesque 
lake surrounded by flowers and hummingbirds. 
(L, D)

DAY 2: SEA KAYAK 
TO SALANGO ISLAND 

Today we set out for the first of our kayaking 
excursions. We prep our sea kayaks and have 
a short instructional and safety session on the 
beach, then start paddling toward Salango, 
a small islet located approximately three km 
offshore. We keep an eye out for whales as 
we paddle, and if we spot a pod we will try to 
get up close for some incredible views of these 
majestic creatures. Salango is most famous for the 
Spondylus seashell, found only on the shores of 
this small islet. Called “the food of Gods” and 
used as jewelry and currency in pre-Colombian 

civilizations, the Spondylus was traded as far 
north as Mexico and as far south as Chile. As we 
reach the island, we paddle around the coast and 
enjoy views of its beautiful beaches. We land on 
one of these beaches and explore further inland, 
visiting a group of archeological ruins dating back 
2,000 years. We spend the rest of the afternoon 
relaxing and snorkeling on Salanago’s beautiful 
beaches, then paddle back to the mainland for 
dinner. (B, L, D)

DAY 3: ISLA DE LA PLATA 
WILDLIFE EXPLORATION

After breakfast, we board a boat headed to Isla 
de la Plata (Silver Island), a nearby island known 
as “the mainland Galapagos” for its similar 
geography and abundance of birds and marine 
life. The island was named for the pirates that 
hid their silver here. Isla de la Plata’s wildlife will 
be immediately visible as we arrive, crowding 
the rocky shores by the hundreds. We begin our 
visit with a hike around the island’s trails, where 
we encounter waved albatrosses, blue-footed 
boobies, red-footed boobies, and sea lions. Just 
as in the Galapagos, many of these animals have 
almost no fear of humans. After a beachfront 
picnic lunch, we snorkel in turquoise waters full of 
marine life. We return to the mainland by boat in 
the afternoon and spend the evening relaxing at 
our seaside lodge. (B, L, D) 

DAY 4: SEA KAYAK MACHALILLA 
& TRANSFER TO QUITO

On our last morning, we paddle to what might 
possibly be Ecuador’s most beautiful beach, Los 
Frailes. Along the way we pass quaint fishing 
villages with artisanal nets and boats. We will 
observe many species of birds and be on the 
constant lookout for humpback whales, which 
commonly frequent this area. We cap off our 
trip with a tropical picnic lunch on the fine white 
sands of Los Frailes. In the afternoon, we will 
take the last flight back to Quito from Manta. 
(B, L)
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TRAVEL TIME: 30 minute flight and two hour drive 
each way

SEASON: June to October is whale migration 
season

ALTITUDE: Sea level

WEATHER: Daytime temperatures average around 
59º to 77º F (15º to 25º C), and nighttime 
temperatures average around 54º to 68º F (12º 
to 20º C).

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO PACK: Water sandals, 
paddling jacket, sunblock, bathing suit, sun hat, 
mosquito repellent.

INCLUDED

Private ground transportation, two airport 
transfers, accommodations in tourist superior 
lodge, high-quality sea kayaks, paddles, and 
safety equipment, bilingual adventure guide, 
all meals as indicated (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, 
D=Dinner)

NOT INCLUDED

Round trip airfare Quito-Manta, hotel & restaurant 
beverages, national park entrance fees, tips

Manuel Sotomayor E17-105 y Flores Jijon. Quito - Ecuador 
Ecuador: +593-2 604 6800 / USA + Canada: +1 (800) 217 9414 

www.ecuadoradventure.ec / www.neotropictravel.com

IN SEARCH OF THE HUMPBACK WHALE 4 DAYS

NOTE

This itinerary is subject to change without notice due to seasonal changes, inclement weather conditions, 
and the discretion of the guide
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