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Overlooking Quito, Pichincha Volcano is an ever-present part of the city’s scenery. The tallest 
of its three peaks, Guagua Pichincha, stands at 4,874 meters (15,991 ft.) and makes for a 
spectacular day hike from the city. The dramatic changes in environment from cloud forest to 
paramo and barren rock make this hike a truly memorable experience. 

Effort: Moderate to challenging. No experience necessary.

Activities: Hiking, nature viewing.

GuaGua Pichincha Volcano hike 1 Day

Trip highlights:

•	 Enjoy the change from cloud forest to paramo 
to volcanic rock as you gain elevation.

•	 Admire spectacular views during the drive up 
to the Guagua Pichincha refuge.

•	 Learn about the area’s natural history and 
geology from your expert guide.

•	 Look into the active caldera of Guagua 
Pichincha.
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INCLUDED

Bilingual adventure guide, private transportation, 
nutritious picnic lunch and snacks.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TRAVEL TIME: One hour each way.

HIKING TIME: Three to four hours.

SEASON: Year-round.

ALTITUDE: 3600 to 4874 meters (11,800 
to 15,991 feet).

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO PACK: Layered clothing 
for hot and cold weather, sunblock, gloves, boots, 
waterproof rain gear, hiking shoes, binoculars.

Manuel Sotomayor E17-105 y Flores Jijon. Quito - Ecuador 
Ecuador: +593-2 604 6800 / USA + Canada: +1 (800) 217 9414 

www.ecuadoradventure.ec / www.neotropictravel.com

GuaGua Pichincha Volcano hike 1 Day

ITINERARY

We begin our adventure driving through southern 
Quito until we reach Lloa, a small colonial town on 
the outskirts of the city. From Lloa, we turn toward 
Pichincha and start driving up, gaining altitude 
as we drive along rural roads with incredible 
vistas of Quito below. Pichincha looms directly 
over the city, and we enjoy panoramic views 
that span from the residential neighborhoods 
in the south all the way to the old airport in the 
north, with many of the city’s highlights visible 
from above. Although we’re only minutes away 
from the bustling metropolis, the environment 
changes dramatically as we gain elevation. We 

pass through the paramo vegetation line at the 
3,600 meter level and continue climbing through 
dramatic canyons and ravines until we reach the 
end of the road. Here we begin our hike toward 
the rim of Guagua Pichincha. Our guide teaches 
us about the endemic paramo ecosystem and 
local wildlife, as well as the natural history and 
geology of this life-giving volcano. The air gets 
colder and the native plants smaller and hardier 
as we climb. Weather and fitness permitting, we 
continue all the way to the summit and crater 
rim at 4,874 meters. After our hike, we enjoy a 
healthy and delicious picnic lunch on the slopes 
and return to Quito in the afternoon.


