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This exciting tour is the best way to experience 
the Ecuadorian Andes in just two days. The 
area we will explore, known as the Avenue of 
the Volcanoes, has one of the world’s highest 
concentrations of volcanoes over 15,000 ft. 

(4,800 m). We will explore this spectacular 
area while horseback riding, biking, hiking, 
searching for Andean condors, exploring Inca 
ruins, and learning about Chagra (Andean 
cowboy) culture.

AVENUE OF VOLCANOES BY HORSE & BIKE 2 DAYS 

Effort: Moderate, no experience necessary.

Activities: Horseback riding, hiking, and mountain biking.

Accommodation: Colonial hacienda.

Trip highlights:

•	 Ride on horseback Chagra-style through 
Cotopaxi National Park.

•	 Bike down a breathtaking route alongside 
the Illinizas volcanoes.

•	 Search for Andean condors, falcons, deer, 
hares, foxes, and other Andean wildlife.

•	 Visit the Pucara ruins and learn about Inca 
history in Ecuador.

•	 Learn natural history, geology, history, and 
Chagra cowboy culture from expert guides.
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DAY 1: EXPLORE COTOPAXI NATIONAL 
PARK ON HORSEBACK

We get an early start today, driving south from 
Quito through the imposing Avenue of the 
Volcanoes. If the weather is clear, we will see many 
looming volcanoes along the road, including the 
snowy peaks of several nevados. Our destination 
is Hacienda El Porvenir, a traditional hacienda 
that has been in the same family for seven 
generations, famous for being the first in Ecuador 
to raise fighting bulls. After a warm cup of tea to 
fight off the cold, we have a brief riding lesson, 
then gear up for the ride Chagra style, donning 
ponchos, chaps, and hats. 

We ride into Cotopaxi National Park and up 
the foothills of Volcan Rumiñahui. As our guides 
tell us about native plants and Chagra culture, 
we admire stunning views of the volcanic 
landscapes, including the glaciated peak of 
Cotopaxi towering above the high plain. We stop 
to view the hacienda’s fighting bulls and keep an 
eye out for local wildlife as we ride. As long as 
the weather cooperates, we are rewarded with 
a spectacular view of Cotopaxi as we ride up 
the slopes of Rumiñahui. With a bit more luck, 
we may even get to admire the majestic and 
endangered Andean Condor. Box lunches will 
be provided during the ride, and we spend the 
evening at a traditional colonial hacienda. (L, D)

DAY 2: BIKE IN THE SHADOW OF 
ILLINIZAS

We return to Cotopaxi National Park for the 
first part of the day, starting off with a hike to 
the Pucara Inca ruins, where we learn about the 
history and culture of the western hemisphere’s 
most powerful ancient civilization. We then move 
on to Limpiopungo Glacier Lake at the base of 
Rumiñahui, home to a wide variety of highland 
waterfowl. Before exiting the national park, we 
visit the Interpretation Center to learn more about 
Cotopaxi’s native species and natural history. 

We then drive into the foothills of Illinizas, a 
pair of twin volcanic peaks across the road 
from Cotopaxi, where we find the trailhead of 
a scenic highland cycling route. We hop on our 
bikes and descend down a dirt road that leads 
into a beautiful valley and on to the small town 
of Chaupi. As we ride, we enjoy amazing views 
of the volcanoes Ilinizas, Corazon, Sincholagua, 
and others. We continue our ride past Chaupi 
and through fertile farmland, passing several old 
train stations and highland farms. After our ride, 
we return to Quito in the afternoon. (B, L)

INCLUDED

Private land transportation, accommodations in 
colonial hacienda hotel, high-quality, name-brand 
mountain bikes and protective gear, horse rental 
with poncho and chaps, bilingual adventure 
guide, all meals as indicated (B=Breakfast, 
L=Lunch, D=Dinner).

NOT INCLUDED

Hotel and restaurant beverages, tips, national 
park entrance fee.

AVENUE OF VOLCANOES BY HORSE & BIKE 2 DAYS 

NOTE

This itinerary is subject to change without notice 
due to seasonal changes, inclement weather 
conditions, and the discretion of the guide.
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AVENUE OF VOLCANOES BY HORSE & BIKE 2 DAYS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TRAVEL TIME: One and a half hours per day.

SEASON: Year-round.

ALTITUDE: 2,800 m to 4,300 m (9,400 to 14,000 ft.).

WEATHER: Weather in the high Andes varies depending on altitude. Daytime temperatures generally range 
between 47º to 75º F (8º to 24º C), and nighttime temperatures generally range between 40º to 50º F 
(5º to 10º C).

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO PACK: Warm, layered clothing, hiking boots, waterproof rain shell, sunglasses, 
sunblock.

Manuel Sotomayor E17-105 y Flores Jijon. Quito - Ecuador 
Ecuador: +593-2 604 6800 / USA + Canada: +1 (800) 217 9414 
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